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Abstract

Linguistic borrowing between Arabic and Persian is a mutual
phenomenon with deep historical roots, stemming from centuries of
political, economic, and cultural interaction between the two peoples.
This influence is clearly manifested in the dialects of Iraq, the Levant,
Egypt, and the Gulf states, where numerous Persian words have become
embedded in daily usage, finding their way into proverbs, idioms, and
popular expressions, eventually becoming an integral part of the
linguistic and cultural repertoire of these societies. This study aims to
document Persian vocabulary used in Arabic dialects, analyze its
presence in folk proverbs and idioms, and reveal the extent of its
prevalence and persistence in contemporary usage. Adopting a
descriptive-analytical methodology, the study draws its linguistic data
from the Arabic Colloquial Encyclopedia, extracting words of Persian
origin and analyzing the proverbs and idioms containing them in light
of their linguistic and cultural connotations. The results demonstrate
that these words are no longer merely inherited linguistic remnants;
rather, they have become vibrant lexical elements that perform semantic
and communicative functions in popular discourse.

Keywords: Linguistic borrowing, Persian loanwords, Arabic dialects,
folk proverbs.
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