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Irony and its semantic fields in the poetry of Bayram Al-Tunisi
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Abstract

The poet Bayram Al-Tunisi experienced a tragedy that extended across all political, social,
economic, cultural, and even moral levels. He began to compose poetry that focused on the
oppression of reality with a weary, sick spirit, and with a touch of irony and sarcasm about
the wound and reality, all of which he conveyed through his poetic lines to his audience. He
employed his poetic talent as a weapon to protect the aspirations of the Arab nation in
general and the Egyptian people in particular, in addition to his struggle against the
occupiers. This article, according to the descriptive-analytical approach, aims to address the
concepts of sarcasm and its semantic fields in his poetry, and to clarify his sarcastic and
scathing style in dealing with the issues of Egyptian society, and to reveal its impact in
awakening the awareness of citizens in fighting tyranny, confronting despotism, fighting
contradictions, ignorance, and false slogans, and rejecting the miserable reality therein.
Some of the findings reveal that he attempted to confront lived reality through satire, a form
of criticism and awareness, a means of persuasion, and an expression of his stance on human
morals and behavior. Al-Tunisi's goal in using satire was to reach a critique of life, whether
through change or reform, to rebuild it anew. This was achieved by identifying the flaws,
exposing them, and then attempting to devise solutions and ways out.

Keywords: satire, contemporary Egyptian poetry, political poetry, social poetry, semantic
fields, Bayram al-Tunisi
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